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verance from the Gun-powder- I reaſon ; 
and the happy Arrival of King WILLIAu, 
of Glorious Memory. 


WHEREIN 


Some Remarks are made on the unnatural | 
Rebellion lately rais < againſt his molt Face | 


lent Majeſty King'GroRGE. 
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To the Honourable 
Charles Wills, Eſq; 


Lieutenant-General of His 
MajzsTyY's Forces; Go- 
vernour of the Town of Berwack 


upon {wced, and Holy Iſland. 


Fo 0 UR carly Ap- 
pearance in De- 
7 Pope Ml fence of the Glo- 
== rios Revolution, 
againſt a Popiſi Army in 
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Treland, and the many Toils 
and Hazards You have ſince 
bravely yentur'd upon in 
fighting for the Proteitant 
Cauſe, Liberty and Proper- 


ty, have encourag'd me to 


take the Freedom, and do 


my ſelf the Honour, of 


dedicating to You the fol- 


lowing Sermon, which is 


publiſh'd with a Deſign to 


ſhew the Danger we have 
been in of ee and Sla- 
very, and the Obligations 


we are under to celebrate the 


Goodneſs of God which 
hath been Signally diſplay d 


in 


FFT 7 


— 


in our Reſcue and Deli- 
verance. 


Your Expedition in the 
North to ſubdue the Rebels 
in Lancaſhire, and the en- 
tire Defeat You gave them 
at the Battle of Preſton, 
which ſhock'd the blooming 
Hopes of the Pretender, and 

diſpirited his open and ſe- 

cret Abettors, endear You 

to Your KING and Coun- 

try, command univerſal Ap- 
plauſe, and fix a new Splen- 
dor on Your Reputation and 
Character. 24 


May 


55 


May You go on to ſerve 


the Beſt of Princes with a 


dutiful Zeal and undaunte g E 


Courage, {trike Terror into 
his Enemies, and reduce 


*em to Loyalty, Or as van- 


quiſh'd Foes drag them at 


his Chariot-wheels to adorn 


hus Triumphs. May You 
ſhine - with a diſtinguiſh'd | 
Luſtre among thoſe excel- | 
lent Morthies who nobly. 


ſurround and guard the 


Throne; and after a long 


Life of Piety, Vertue and 
Honour, be tranſlated to the 


Kingdom of Heaven, and 
receive 
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receive an exceeding great and 


eternal M eight of Glory, the 


* Reward of a truly Chriſtian 
Hero; which is, S1 R, the 
hearty Prayer of 


Your moſt Obedient Servant, 


B enjam! „ Wills. 
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Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given 
us 05 A Prey to their Tcth. | 


HE great and wonderful Delive- 
rances united to the Memory of 
this Day, have laid us under pe- 
culiar Obligations, upon the re- 

turn of every Fifth of November, to pay our 

grateful Acknowledgments to Almighty God 
for the ſignal Interpoſition of his Providence 
on our Behalf, and to compaſs his Altar with 

Songs of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. The Diſ- 

covery of the Gun-Powder-T,eaſon in the 

Reign of King James I. and the happy Ar- 

rival of the Prince of Orange to our diſtreſ- 

ſed Land, to deliver us from Popery and Ty- 
ranny, in the Reign of James II. were Mce- 
cies ſo amazing and conſpicuous, that they 
call for a pious Joy, and deſcrve to be had in 
perpetual Remembrance. This i the Lord's do- 

Ig, it is marvellous in our Eyes; this is the Day 
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which the Lord hath made, we will rejoyce and be 
glad in it. Our Fathers have told us what 


great Things God hath done for this Land 
in their Days, and we have ſeen with our 
Eyes the Salvation he hath wrought for us in 
our own Time ; and ſurely ſuch Diſplays of 
the Divine Goodneſs ſhould not be buried in 
Oblivion, but thankfully commemorated, and 
taithfully tranſmitted down to Poſterity, that 
the Generations'to come may ſhew forth the Praiſes 
of the Lord. When we conſider what dark 
Plots and wicked Schemes our Popiſb Enemies 
have many times formed againſt our pure Re- 
ligion and èxcellent Conſtitution, how they 
have fetch'd their Politicks from Rome and 


Hell to extirpate the Reformation, and reduce 


this Kingdom to Slavery, and yet after all, 
how remarkably God has baffled their Helliſh 
Projects, and render'd their Deſigns vain and 
abortive ; we ſhall find abundant cauſe to 
break forth into a Rapture of Praiſe, and {ing 
with the Pſalmis?, 


Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath nt gien ms a5 a 


Pyey to their Teeth. 
In this Pſalm 1f-ael, or the Church of God, 


celebrates the Divine Mercy, which was emi1- 


nently diſplay'd in ſome extraordinary and 


ſurprizing Deliverance from the haughty At- 
tempts, and ſwelling Rage and Fury of their 


Enemies The Church was in imminent Dan- 


ger, juſt upon the Brink of Ruin, and had 
not a kind Providence ſeaſonably interpos'd 
for her Reſcue and Relief, ſhe muſt have ſunk 


under the Calamity, and fallen a Prey to the 


proud inſulting Foe. The Sons of Belial roſe 
up againſt the People of God, and threatned 
their total F xtirpation and Overthrow; Miſ- 


chief was intended, the Pit was dug, and the 
Saws I | =: Gian 
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Gin was laid, but the great Keeper of Ifrael, 
who never ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth, confoun- 


ded the wicked Machination and Deſign, ſo 


that their Soul narrowly eſcap d as a Bird out 
of the Snare of the Fowler, the Snare is broken, 
aud Iſrael ſaved The Enemies of the 
Church were grown very formidable, inſolent 
and imperious ; they had a fair Blow at God's 
Heritage, and were beginning the prophane 
Rant, Raze it, raze it, even to the Foundation; 
Come, and let us cut them off from being a Nati- 
on, that the Name of Iſrael may be no more in 
Remembrance But He who ſitteth in the Heavens 
laughs at them; The Lord hath them in Derifion - 
He ſcorns their weak Efforts, and gives a Ne- 


gative Voice to the bold and impious At- 


tempt, laying, It ſhall not ſtand, neither ſhall it 
come to paſs. And indeed, the Danger of this 
People was ſo great and preſſing, by reaſon 
of the Number, Power and Rage of their E- 
nemies, that no other than an Almighty Arm 
could have ſaved them: Had not God ſig- 


nally appeared for them, and eſpouſed their 


Righteous Cauſe, they would have been ſwal- 
lowed up quick, and plung'd into a Deluge 
of Miſerics. This is moſt plain and evident 
from rhe main Scope and Tenor of the Pſalm, 
ver. 1, 2, and fo on to the Text. If it had 
not been the Lord who was on our fide, now may 
Urael ſay, if it had not been the Lord who was on 
our fide, when Men roſe up agains? 1s, then they 
had ſwallou d u up quick, when their Wrath was 


kindled again us. Then the Waters had over- 


whelmed us ; the Stream had gone over our Soul. 
Then the proud Waters had gone over our Soul. 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given us 
as a Prey to their Teeth. FR 
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- Theſe lofty Figures give us to underſtand, 
that the Enemies of Iſrael were ſtrong and 
powerful, cruel and outragious, and juſt rea- 
dy to invade them; and that it was little leſs 
than a Miracle which pluck'd 'em from the 
Jaws of Death. Men verſe up again them, wer. 


2. As there was a dark Intrigue and Conſpi- 


racy carried on againſt the Church of God, 
ſo the Enemy no longer conceals the wicked 
Intention, but openly proclaims, and pub- 
hckly avows the horrid and miſchievons En- 


terprize. The Perſons imbark'd in a Deſign 


to deſtroy Iſrael, collect their Forces, get as 
great a Strength as poſſible, joyn in a Body, 


and appear in Arms, threatning all that's 
dreadful, and ready to do Execution. There 
was a gathering together of the Froward, 


and an open Inſurrection of Evil Doers. 
If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
fide, when Men roſe up again 1s. Then they 


ad ſwallowed us up quick, when their Wrath was 


kindled agains? us They would have given us 
a quick diſpatch, cruih'd us in a Moment, and 
ſurprizd us into Ruin. As in the Powder- 
Plot, the King, Lords and Commons aſſembled 
in the Parliament- Houſe, were to be blown up 
at once, and buried in the Ruines of that an- 


cient and celebrated Fabrick. Mien their 


Wrath was kindled againtt us. In the heat of 
their Rage and Fury, they would have fallen 
upon us without Mercy, cagerly ſnapp'd at 
their Prey, and devour'd us in the moſt bar- 
barous and inhumane manner. They would 


_ have caten God's People as they eat Bread, and 


given them as Food to their bloody Tecth. 
Then the Waters had overwhelm'd us; the Stream 
had gone over our Soul. The Enemies of Iſrael 
are compared to Water and to aStream. They 
5 were 


Ss „ . , Wc, A AA  @©w. #F__ 


© -» 


— 


preac hd on the Fifth of November. = 


were a formidable Body, like a mighty Ri- 
ver, like many Waters, and they drove on fu- 
rioully like a rapid Stream. Could theſe wick- 
cd Men have prevailed, they would have 
come upon them like a Torrent, and ſwept 
them away like a Flood, which carries all be- 
fore it. Then the proud Waters bad gone over our 
Soul. Like a tempeſtuous Sea, with ſwelling 
Waves and foaming Billows, emulating each. 
other in their tow ring: Motion, they would 
proudly have inſulted: over us, and ſported 
with our Miſery. In their haughty Inſolence 
they would have lifted up themſelves, toſſed 
over our Souls, and triumph'd in our Deſtru- 
ction. Then the proud Vaters had gone over our 
Soul. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given us 

as a Prey to their Teeth. 
Bleſſed be God, the Shield of our Help, and 
” Sword of our Excellency, who appear'd in the 
* critical Moment, and cut a glorious Way for 
our Eſcape. We thankfully adore the Divine 
Goodneſs which ſignalized it {elf in our ſea- 
ſonable Reſcue from impending Ruin. We 
kiſs the merciful Hand which was ſtretch d 
out to deliver us from the Malice and Fury of 
thoſe, who like ravenous Beaſts of Prey would 
have ſwallowed us up quick We were in 
the utmoſt Danger, upon the Edge of a Pre- 
cipice; but the Lord ſaved us, and that right 
early. Our Enemies had mark'd us out for 
Slaughter, and made themſelves ſure of their 
Game, but a watchful Providence was on our 
ſide, baffled the Power, and confounded the 
Devices of them that roſe up again#? us. Bleſſed 

be the Lord, &c. 
As the Church hath been aſſaulted almoſt 
4 in all Ages and Places, by the Rage and Vi- 
7 olence of wicked and unreaſonable Men, and 
| many 
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many deſtructive Wiles and Stratagems have 
been invented to root it out of the World; 
ſo there have not been wanting in this King- 
dom, ſuch as have born IIIl-Will to our Zion, 
and endeavoured to cruſh the faithful Ser- 
vants of God, and the fincere Diſciples of 
Jeſus in the Land. The Seed of the Serpent 
hath roſe up againſt the Seed of the Woman; 
and the Devil and his Angels have waged 
War with the Lamb and his Followers. There 
is no Perſon who 1s acquainted with the Hi- 
ſtory of Great-Britain, but muſt needs be ap- 
priz'd of the formidable and repeated Attempts 
which our Enemies have made upon the 
Church of God, and that admirable Frame of 
Government which hath been ſettled among 
us. Since the Proteſtant Intereſt obtain d and 
ſpread it ſelf through the Nation, the Pope 
and his Adherents have plotted againſt it, 
and employed all their Power and Policy to 
ſuppreſs it. This bleſſed Cauſe hath been fre- 
quefitly attack d by Rome and her Emiſſaries, 
Who have manifeſted an inveterate Spleen and 
Enmity to our Holy Religion and Happy 
Conſtitution, and laid many Snares for our 
Souls; who have contriv'd the moſt bloody 
Schemes, and engag'd in the moſt execrable 
Conſpiracies, to plunder us of our Liberties, 
both Civil and Sacred, and involve us in the 
molt deplorable Slavery and Miſery ; who 
have cagerly thirſted for our Blood, and like 
Wolves and Tygers, have open'd their Mouths 
wide, gap d upon us, and been ready to tear 
in pieces and devour us. But, 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given ts as a 
Prey to their Teeth. 

To aſſiſt your Devotion en this Day, and 
raiſe your Hearts to a Tune of Praiſe, I _ 

take 


preach'd on the Fifth of Nov ember. 


take occaſion from the Words to ſpeak to 
theſe following Heads. - | 27 


I. I ſhall give you a melancholly Account 
of the many dreadtul Evils and Oppreſſions 
you would have been expos'd to, had you 
been given as à Prey to your Popiſb Enemies. 

II. Shew the Danger you have been in of 
falling a Prey to them. | 

III. Exhort you to. bleſs God for your Re- 
{cue and Deliverance. | bat £ 


I I am to give you a melancholy Account 
of the many dreadful Evils and Oppreſſions 
you would have been expos'd to, had you 


been given as a Prey to your Popiſh Enemies. 


And if Hell and Rome had ſucceeded in their 


wicked Deſigns againſt us, alas! who can 


conceive the Miſery and Calamity every true 
Proteſtant would have labour d under; ſurely, 
then we ſhould have been ſwallowed up quick, when 
their Wrath: was kindled again us. | The Waters 
had overwhelm'd us ; the Stream had gone over. our 


Soul. With what an eager Appetite would 


the Sons of Rapine and Violence have ſnatch- 
ed at their Prey, and how greedily would 
they have devoured our pure Religion, Li- 
berties and Properties? How would they 
have made the Ways of Zion to mourn, laid 
waſte the Church of God amongſt us, and 
involv'd us in worſe than ZZgyptian Bondage? 
When Popery prevails, and gets the Aſcen- 
dant in any Nation or Country, it brings a 
Train of Woes along with it : Should I paint 
this Monſter in its proper Colours, it would 
appear moſt hideous and frightful. Do but 
caſt an Eye abroad, and ſee how Tyranny, Su- 


perſtition and Idolatry ride triumphant in 


thoſe 
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+ Uſher's Er and more diſtinct View of Popery, this f 
Annals. 


derſtand, and ſo they offer the Blind to God, 


thoſe Parts of the World where the Romiſb 
Religion is eſtabliſned: To what Vaſlalage 
and Servitude are the common People ſubject- 
ed ? How are they cramp'd as to their Ci- 
vil and Religious Rights 7 With what a ſu- 
percilious and haughty Air and Spirit do 


bigoted Prieſts and Jeſuits domineer over 


them, and keep them in awe? Do not they 
groan under a Yoke ot grievous Oppreſſions 
and intolcrable Impoſitions ? What ſanguinary 
Laws and barbarous Inquiſition have the Pa- 
trons of the Church of Rome invented to rack 
Mens Conſciences, and force them to ſubmit 


to the moſt monſtrous Abſurdities in Matters 


of Faith, and the groſſeſt Idolatry in Worſhip ? 


If this Mother of Harlots and Abominations mould 


have been introduced among us, who knows 
the doleful and - miſerable Circumſtances we 
ſhould have fallen into! To give you a near- 


Hell of Slavery, as Archbiſhop Uſer ſtiles it, I 
would crave leave to deſcribe it in a few 
Particulars. X 2 | 

1. Popery is founded in Ignorance and 
Darkneſs. . 

2. It carries in it the moſt abominable Pride, 
Tyranny and Uſurpation. | 

3. Tis a Religion propagated and upheld 
by Fraud and Violence. 

1. Popery is founded in Ignorance and Dark- 
neſs. Tis a Religion made up of implicit 
Faith and blind Obedience. How ſtrangely 
are the common People deluded and impoſed 
upon in the Roman Communion ? With them 
Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion: They 


worſhip in an unknown Tongue ; for their 


Prayers are in Latin, which they don't un- 


and 
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a and ſerye him with they know not what. 
The Laity are to give up their Reaſon and 
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Faith to the Conduct of the Clergy, and are | 
4 compelſ' to believe as the Church believes, : 
a or at leaſt to feign and pretend that they do ſo: | 
oi And when'once Perſons have embrac'd this \ 
4 grand fundamental Principle of Popery, what | 
x Error, Föpperies and ridiculous Modes of f 
* Worſhip may they not be cajol'd into ? The 1 
—_ Church of Rome obliges its filly Votaries to 1 
T follow the Canons and Necrees of the Pope | 
+ and Councils, eſpecially the Dictates of the | 
k | Council of Trent, which they ſubſcribe to as i 
it | their Bible, and take as the common Rule of 
78 their Faith. As for the Sacred Scripture, the ö 
great Fountain of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 0 
d ttzhe Prieſts forbid the common People the pe- | 
ei ruſal of it: They pretend, the Bible is a dan- 
„ gerous Book to be put into the Hand of the | 
r KK Laity ; for they may be apt to miſinterpret | 
and make an ill uſe of it, that is, if they 
I KF would ſpeak out, hereby Perſons would have 
* their Eyes open d to ſee the Errors of their 
Church, and be brought to the Knowledge 
id of the Truth. Thus theſe blind Guides, like 
the Hypocrites of old, take away the Key of 
ie, Knowledge from Men, and do not uſe proper 
Methods to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven them- 
Id ſelves, and they that would enter in they hinder, 
Luke xi. 52. By theſe means their deluded 
k- | Followers are kept in Ignorance and Dark- 
Cil neſs, are to know no more than what the 
ly Priefts tell 'em, and to believe every 9 
d which the Pope and Council have decree 
m and determined, tho never fo abſurd and ir- 
7 rational. As for the free uſe of Reaſon, or 
er WW the Exerciſe of ſober Enquiries into the 
m- Grounds of their Religion, this is a Privilege 
0, ee eee they 
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they are not allow d or entruſted. with; but 
they muſt blindly follow the Church in every 
Article of Faith and in all the Parts of Wor- 
ſhip. By ſuch artful Management as this, the 
People are ſeduc'd to worſhip Images, fall 
down before dumb Idols, pray to. Saints and 
Angels, and pay divine Homage to falſe and 
fictitious Deities. And is it not the depth 
of Ignorance to kneel to a Stock or a Stone, 
to adore a graven Image, which can neither 
hear nor help? Muſt it not be very ſtupid 
and ſenſeleſs, for a Man to form an Image 
of Silver or Gold, of Wood or Stone, and 
and bow before it, imploring Mercy and 
Relicf, ſaying, Deliver me, for thou art my God. 
To allude to that in [ſai. xliv. 17. ſach Ido- 
laters as theſe haue not known or underſtood ; they 
have ſhut their Eyes that they cannot ſee, and their 
” Hearts that they cannot underſtand; ver. 18. It 
* theſe Men had any true Knowledge or juſt 
N 1, Senſe of the Second Commandment, they 
i% might be aſham'd of their falſe. Worſhip. But 
| perhaps the Papiſts will tell yon, they do not 
pray to the Image, they only worſhip the 
bi aint or Angel it repreſents. To this Sug- 
| geſtion I reply, that to pray to Saints or An- 
1 gels, or pay them divine Honour, is an un- 
a 


| Guilt of Idolatry. When John fell down at 
the Angel's Feet to worſhip him, He ſaid un- 
to him, See thou do it not; I am thy Fellow-Ser- 
vant, and of thy Brethren that have the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus, worſhip God; Rey. xix. 10. And as 
to praying to Saints, we have no Warrant for 
it in the Scripture. Beſides, do theſe People 
think, that the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St. 
| h | | = Paul, 
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Paul, and the other Saints they pray to, are 
acquainted with their particular Caſes, and 
preſent at the ſame time in Spain, Italy and 
France, to hear their ſeveral Petitioners? Tis 
a Saying of Philoſophers, that created Spi- 
rits, as Angels and the Souls of Men, are De- 
finitive in Loco tho' not Circumſcriptivè; they 
bear ſuch a definitive Relation to one par- 
ticular Place, that they cannot be in another 
at the ſame Time, tho' being void of bodily 
Dimenſions, they are not circumſcribed, and 
do not take up Room where they are, as 
Matter does. God alone, who is an infinite 
Spirit, is omnipreſent and omniſcient, he fills 
Heaven and Ea:th, knows the Circumſtances 


of all his Creatures, and can hear and help 


them. Jai. xliii. 16. Dowbtleſs, thou art our 
Father, tho Abraham be ignorant of us, and Iſrael 
acknowledge us not. 
In the Church ef Rome there are Abſurdi- 
ties in Doctrine as well as in Worſhip, Had 
the Roman Eagle erected his Triumphs over 
Great. Britain, and Popery made its way thro' 
the Land, a Church would have been ſet up 
among us, which teaches the erroneous Do- 
ctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory and 
Prieſtly Abſolution; a Church which calis 
Gain Godlineſs, makes a Market of Pardons 


and Indulgences, and to amuſe its credulous 


Diſciples, pretends to give out certain and 
infallible Paſſports for Heaven; a Church 
which makes a mockery of Religion, pro- 
phanes the moſt ſacred Things, and expoſes 
to Sale the Forgiveneſs of Mens Sins, the 
great and invaluable Bleſſing of the Covenant 
of Grace, which is the purchaſe of Chriſt's 
Blood, and cannot be obtained without a 
ſincere Repentance, and an unfeigned Faith 
in the Lord Jeſus. C 2 To 
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To prepare à Perſon for the belief of the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, he muſt not 
only be ignorant of the Word of God, but 
even renounce his very Reaſon and Senſes; 
and muſt it not be Darkneſs and Stupidity in 


the laſt degree, for People to think and de- 


lieve that is a human Body, which they ſee, 
taſte and feel to be Bread? Or to believe that 
is the Blood of Chriſt which they fee and taſte 
to be Wine? And that the Sacramental Bread 
and Wine pafs under a miraculous Change, 
and are turn'd into the real Body and Blood 
of Chrift, pnly by the Prieſt's pronouncing 
theſe Words, Hoc ef? enim Corpus meum ; this 
is my Body ? From hence probably is derived 
that common Expreſſion uſed by thoſe who 


* 


light of Hand, by which they deceive and 
impoſe on the unthinking Spectators, they ſay 
they do it by Vertue of Hoc Pocrs, Fhere- 
fore, as the excellent Archbifhop Tillotſon 
ſpeaks, © The Buſineſs of Tranſubſtantiation 
« is not a Controverſie of Scripture againſt 
ce Scripture, or of Reaſon againſt Reaſon, but 
ce of downright Impudence againſt the plain 
« meaning of Scripture, and all the Senſe and 


e Reaſon of Mankind; it is a moſt {elf-evi- 


ce dent Falſhood, and there is no Doctrine 
« or Propoſition in the World that is of it 
« ſelf more evidently true, than Tranfubſtan- 
« tiation is evidently falſe.” And yet this 
was the burning Doctrine in the Reign of the 


bloody Queen Mary, and many glorions Wor- 


thies, for refuſing to ſubſcribe it, were con- 
demn'd to the Stake. | PE 
The Romantick Doctrine of Purgatory is ar- 
tificially contriv'd to bring in the beloved 
Pence to the Prieſt, to enlarge the Revenues, 
8 F heighten 


id to do Things by Legerdemain or 
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keighten the Grandeur, and increaſe the Riches | 


of the Church, © bur hath no Foundation in 


- % * * 


ter Death, our bleſſed Saviour hath plainly 


told us in the Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, which you have recorded in the 165 
Chapter of St. Lake; for as ſoon as Lazarus 
died, he was Cartied by Angels into Abra- 
ham's Boſom, he was ſafely condufted into a 
Place of perfe& Reſt and Eaſe ; and when the 
yoluptuons Rich Man died, in Hell ſnot in 
Purgatory] he lift up his Eyes, being in Tor- 


ments. e kndw if the earthly Houſe of this Ta- 


bernacle were diſſolv d, the Spirits of juſt Men 
do not deſcend into Purgatory to be further 
cleans'd and purified, but immediately repair 
to a better Manſion, a Building of God, an 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vent, 2 Cor. v. 1. | 

Thar the Saints after their Deceaſe are in 
a Place and State of Bliſs, is apparent from 
Rev. xiv. 13. where they are pronounced 
Bleſſed, and ſaid to Reſt from their Labours; 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth ; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 


from their Labours, and their Works do follow 


them. The Apoſtle was perſwaded, that as 
ſoon as he departed this Life he ſhould be 
with Chriſt, Philip. i. 23. Having a defire td 
depart and be with Ch#ift : And where is Chriſt 
| "7 - 
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bur in Heaven? As iii. 21: Hhom the Hea- 
ven muſt receive, until the Times of the Reſtitu- 
tion of all Things. From hence it is ev ident, 
that the Souls of good Men upon their de- 
parture from the Body, do not enter on a 
middle State, or go down. into a viſionary 
Purgatory, but paſs into Glory, or are with 
Chriſt in Heaven. | 


As for Popiſh Pardons and Indulgences, 


they are not worth a Ruſh, and are chiefly 
calculated to cheat the Ignorant and Credu- 
lous ; for who can forgive Sins but God.on- 
ly ? Is not this the incommunicable Preroga- 
tive of the Majeſty of Heayen againſt whom 


our Sins are committed? And mult it not be 


the moſt horrid Uſurpation for the Pope or 
his Clergy, to claim a Power to diſpence with 
the Laws of God, and grant out Licences to 
2 Men in their evil Deeds? There- 
ore, | | 

2. Had we been given as à Prey to our Po- 
piſh Enemies, we ſhould have groan'd under 
the moſt inſufferable Pride, Tyranny and U- 


ſurpation. Our Necks would have been put 


under ſuch a heavy Toke, as neither we nor our 
Fathers have been able to bear: Our Conſci- 


ences would have been gall'd by the molt ar- 


bitrary and unwarrantable Impoſitions; our 
Worſhip clogg'd by a vaſt Number of nced- 
leſs and ridiculous Rites and Ceremonies ; 
and the Purity of divine Inſtitutions corrup- 
ted by*a pompous Addition of meer fancitul 
human Inventions. Should the Enemies of 
our Religion have prevaild, they would have 
uſurp'd an imperious Sway and Dominion o- 
ver us, and brought us under the vileſt and 
moſt diſhonourable Servitude; Then the proud 
Maters had gone over eur Soul. The Pride and 
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Uſurpation of the Pope of Rome is moſt hate- 
ful and abominable : What lofty and magni- 
ficent Titles has he aſſlum'd > Does he not 
ſtile himſelf Chriſt's Vicar upon Earth; Paſtor 
Paſtorum, the chief of Shepherds ? And hath 
he not been complimented with the blaſphe- 
mous Appellation of Dominus Deus noſter Pa- 
pa, Our Lord God the Pope? With what a 
Majeſtick Air does this Holy Father [as they 
call him] fit in his Pontifical Chair, and dictate 
to the Church? How ſubmiſſively muſt the 
People bow to his Triple Crown ? How wide 
and extenſive is the Soycraignty he aſpires to? 
Does he not proudly arrogate an unlimited 
Supremacy and univerſal Juriſdiction over the 
Chriſtian World, and claim a Power ſuperior 
ro that of the greateſt Potentates upon Earth? 
He pretends, . that Kings and Emperors are 
bound to be his Vaſſals, and pay Homage 
and Obedience to him ; and when. the Pope 


bath been in his Grandeur, he hath made 
Princes to ſtoop and bow before him. Ac- 


cording to the Doctrine of Popery, the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome hath the ſupreme Authority o- 
ver Conſcience ; he is the infallible Judge and 
Director in Matters of Faith, may make what 
Laws he pleaſes in the Church, and enforce 
them with the moſt terrible Sanctions: Thus 
impudently does this Man of Sin, this Son of 
Perdition, ſtep into the Throne of God, afſume the 
Office of Jeſus Chriſt, who alone is Head of 
the Church, and oppoſe and exalt himſelf above 
all that is called God, 2 Thel. 11. 4. 

And as the Pope is very inſolent and im- 


perious in his Canons, Sentences and Excom- 


munications, ſo the Prieſts are very officious 
and tyrannical in the Execution of them. It 
is Matter of equal Grief and Indignation to 
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Sway, the Creatures of the Papal See domi- 
neer oyef their flaviſh Followers: How Ma- 
81 


* * - * 


ſterzally do.they exerciſe their Authority o- 


r the'People, and with what grievous Bur- 

| oP do they load and oppreſs them > How 
_ diametrically op le | of 

thele Nen to the Apotolical Injunions, 
which forbid the Governors of the Church to 

* 1 Pet. Lord t over God's Heritage, and caution 
+ IE. them againſt' being t lifted up with Pride, 


ili. 6, Iſt they fall into the Condemnation of the 
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Devil. Be et 3 
What canning Arts and fubtle Methods do 
Romiſ Eccleſiaſticks make uſe of to ſupport 


their exorbirant Claims, and ſtake down the 


Members of their Communion to perpetual 
Bondage. Auricular Confeſſion is a Maler- 
piece of Policy, whereby the Laity are en- 
tirely at the Devotion of the Prieſts, and un- 
der their Power: The Church of Rome com- 

ins privately to a Prieſt, in order to their re- 
ceiving Abfolution from him ; and by ſuch 
an artificial Contrivance, the Clergy pry into 
Mens Secrets, and are fully acquainted with 
the moſt hidden Circumſtances and Occur- 
rences of their Lives and Affairs, ſo that the 
People are oblig'd to ſtand in Awe of them, 
and yield a conſtant Subjection to em. But 
that which inhances the Servitude, and adds 
a new Link to the Chain, is the Prieſt's im- 
poſing what Penances. they pleaſe, and pre- 
tending to an abſolute Right of binding and 
looſing, of admitting into and ſhutting out 
of the Kingdom of Heayen ; this is an Ac- 
ceſſion to their Tyranny and Uſurpation, 
gixes a finiſhing Stroke to the Slavery of the 
CC K 
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poſite is the Management of 


Pets People, at certain Times, to confeſs their 
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common People, and renders it compleat and 
perfect. | | | WF 
3. Should the Enemies of the Reformation 


have prevail'd and triumph'd in our Land, a 


Religion would have been introduc'd 'among 
us, which is propagated and upheld by Fraud 
and Violence. The Fabrick of Popery is 
in great meaſure ſupported by Fraud and For- 
gery, Cheat and Impoſture; for the Patrons 
of Rome amuſe and deceive the common Peo- 
ple by many idle and extravagant Accounts 
of ſtrange Things done by Reliques and I- 
mages, and by ſeveral fabulous Stories con- 
cerning Purgatory ; the ignorant Vulgar have 
been entertain'd with ſurprizing Re'ations of 


the exquiſite Pains ſome have ſuffered in this 


imaginary Place of Torment, and of the Gen- 


tleneſs of the - Puniſhment others have met 


with, and their ſpeedy Diſcharge from it; 


they have been told of Miracles pretended” 


to be wrought by Popiſh Saints, and ſome 
wonderful Feats done by Reliques, and of 


moving, ſpeaking, bleeding Images. A Gen- 


tleman in a printed Journal of his Travels 
through the Spaniſh Netherlands, informs the 
World, Thar it the great Church at Bruſſels, 
there 1s a little Golden Cheſt with a Wafer 
in it, concerning which the Papiſts confident- 
ly aſſert, That it was cut with a Knife by a 
Jew, and forthwith there iſſued out of it ſe- 
veral Drops of Blood ; and this 1s treaſur'd 
up for the ſake of the Miracle. One of the 
molt famous Impoſtures is the Story of Fer- 


zer, which you have at large in * Dr. Burnet's * Burner”; 
Letters, containing an Account of what ſeem d moſt Letters, 
remarkable in Switzerland, Italy, &c. The Let. 1.0. 


Dominican Fryers were the Perſons who ſorm'd de FFAs 


the Project; the Town -— Bern was the Scen 
in 
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in which it was put in Execution, and Jet- 
zer a ſimple Fellow, and inclin'd to Auſteri- 
ties, was the Tool made uſe of to be imposd 
upon, and to deceive others. The Domini- 
cans, by their cunning Management made this 
ſilly Man believe, that Spirits came from 
Purgatory to viſit him, and that he was fa- 
voured with the pretended Apparition of St. 
Barbara and the Virgin Mary, with Angels 
flying about her; and many other Deluſions 
did theſe crafty Fryers obtrude on this un- 
wary Tool, and the credulous People. The 
Dr. concludes the Relation with this Remark, 
viz. © That it was one of the blackeſt, and 
yet beſt carried on Cheat that had been e- 
« yer known; and no doubt, had poor Je:- 
& zer died before the Diſcovery, it had paſſed 
© down to Poſterity as one of the greateſt 
& Miracles that ever was, and it gives a 
5 * ſhrewd Suſpicion, that many of the other 
ig | © Miracles of that Church were of the ſame 
10 Nature, but more ſucceſsfully managed. 
bat Thus Popiſh Prieſts by Lying Miracles and 
5 Legendary Fables, impoſe on the Credulity 
oF of the People, inſinuate into them an high 
i | Opinion of their Church, and inveigle them 
. into the Snare. It muſt be granted, ſome of 
| the Romaniſts have the Honeſty to own many 
of their pretended Miracles to be Frauds, 


8 but then they are ſo wicked as to call them 
_- pious Frauds. How exactly do ſuch Methods 
64 as theſe ſquare with the Propheſy of the A- 
a poſtle, who foretold, that the Coming of the 


Myſtery of Iniquity, or of that wicked One, the 
. Mun of Sin, ſbould be after the working of Satan, 
f with all Power, and Signs, and hing Wonders, 
1 2 Theſ. ii. 9. | 
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But that which more eflectually propagates 
and eſtabliſhes the Romiſb Faith, is Force and 
Violence. Popery is ſo abſurd in it ſelf, that 


we have reaſon to think, if Perſons were 


left to their own Liberty, bred up in the 


knowledge of the Scriptures, and us d to free 


and impartial Enquiries, very few would em- 


brace it ; therefore we find this blind Religi- 


on is impoſed upon the World by Force of 
Arms. The Church of Rome terrifies and 


ſcourges People into her Communion by the 
moſt barbarous Methods; and backs her Er- 


rors and Idolatries with intolerable Rigours 
and Severities, with Anathema's, Cruſado's and 


a bloody Iaquiſition: For if a Man does but 
diſpute the Power of the Pope, or if he is in 
ſome doubt about the worſhipping of Images, 


Tranſubitantiation, or the like, and the Prieſt 


comes to the knowledge of it; this is deem'd 
a ſufficient Crime to commit him to the Court 
ot [aquifition, where he is examin'd by Racks 
and Tortures, compelld to be his own Ac- 
cuſer, and to diſcover his Favourers and A- 
-bettors in Hereſy. I confeſs, the Court of 
Inquiſition is only erected in ſome Popiſn 
Countries; but where-ever Popery prevails, it 
4s attended with Perſecution. We have heard 


of the Cruelties inflited on the Proteſtants 


in Fauce, which is a Territory that hath not 
been ſo much under the Power and juriſdicti- 


on of Rome, as [taly and Spain, yet how have 
the Reformed in that Kingdom been mangled 
and harraſs'd in the moſt inhuman manner, 


by the Orders of the late French Tyrant? 
How have they been Dragoon'd, tormented 


and ſuffered the ſevereſt Hardſhips in Gallies, 
Dungeons and Priſons, for refuſing to ſubmit 


to Antichriſtian Saperſtition and Idolatry ? 
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In a Word, Popery is a cruel, barbarous and 
bloody Religion, which prompts Men to lay 
aſide the ſoft Compaſſions of human Nature, 
and aſſume the Fierceneſs of the Lyon, Ty- 
ger and Bear; which enjoyns its bigotted 
Votaries to kill People for God's ſake, and 
conſecrates the moſt butcherly Villanies with 
the ſpecious Character of a pious Zeal for the 
Extirpation of Hereticks. 865 

Thus Popery is a Religion which is made 
up of Ignorance and Darkneſs, Uſurpation 
and Oppreſſion, Fraud and Violence. The 
Church of Rome hath Perſecution and Bondage 


Woven into its very Conſtitution, and would 


proſtitu e Soul and Body to the vileſt and 
moſt abject Slavery. Then what a ſad and 
deplorable Caſe muſt we have been reduc'd 
to, had the Enemies of the Reformation ſuc- 
ceeded in their miſchievous Attempts againſt 
us? Would not Arbitrary Power have ſtept 
into the Throne, and a falſe and idolatrous 
Worſhip have been ſet up in the Church? For 
Tyranny and Popery uſually go together, and 
the latter is not to be ſupported without the 


former: Beſides, it is Matter of Fact, when 


James Il. who was a zealous Papiſt, ſwayed 
the Scepter of theſe Realms, he aſſumed an 
arbitrary and diſpenſing Power, and had actu- 
ally begun a Plunder on our Laws and Con- 
ſtitution; and had not the Prince of Orange 
been ſeaſonably waſted to our Britih Shoar, 


to redeem and fave us, we ſhould ſoon have 
felt the dreadful Effects of a Romiſh Govern- 


ment. Had Popery gain'd its full Strength 
and Force among us, and reign'd withont 
Controul, we ſhould have been ſome of the 
moſt miſerable Pcople upon the Face of the 
Earth; our holy Religion muſt have fallen 
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before it; Liberty, Property, and Life it ſelf, 


would have been ſubjected to the Will of an 
oppreſſive and ſuperſtitious Monarch; the 
Marian Perſecution might have been reviv'd, 


Fire and Faggot ſet up in Smithfield, and o- 


ther Parts of the Kingdom, and 7arn or Burn 
have been the common Diale& or Language 
of the Times. But Bleſſed be the Lord, who 
hath not given us a Prey to their Teeth. Bleſſed 
be God, who ſent us a Deliverer, King Mi. 
liam of ever glorious Memory, to reſcue us 
from the Jaws of our Popiſh Adverſaries, who 
threatned to ſwallow us up quick, | 
Thus I have laid open before you that wide 
and melancholy Scene of Miſery and Cala- 
mity, which you muſt have been inevitably 
expoſed to, had you been delivered over to 
the Enemies of your Religion and Civil Go- 
vernment. | | 


II. I am to ſhew the Danger you have been 


in of falling a Prey to them. And to ſet this 


Matter in a clear and convincing Light, the 


Danger of Popery will appear to be great 
and imminent ; | 


1. If we conſider the Strength of our a- 
vowed Enemies the Papiſts. 

2. Their Rage and Wrath. 

3. Their Cunning and Policy. 

4 Their reſtleſs and unwearied Plots and 
Devices. | 
F. Their Treachery and Perfidiouſneſs. 

6. Their actual riſing up againſt us. 

1. The Danger we have been in of falling 
a Prey to our Popiſh Enemies, will appear to 
be great and imminent, if we conſider their 
Strength. Chriſt's Flock hath always been a 
little Flock, The undefiled Followers of the 
Ws fs | | Lamb, 
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Lamb, who have contended. for the Primitive 


Purity of Faith and Worſhip, have been few, 
if compared with the vaſt Crowds who wor- 
thip the Bea, and joyn in with the Synagogue 
of Sata... They who adhere.to the Church 
of Rome do not make a, mean or deſpicable 


- 
$ Þ\\ = » # 


Figure in che Chriſtian World 5 their Num- 


ber is not ſmall, neither are they a weak di- 
vided Sect or Party, but a powerful well- 
compacted Body, firmly united in one com- 
on Interet, Ee e een bigred Brinci 

les, and full of Zeal for the, Catbolick Cauie. 
ThePower of Popety is very great in ſeveral 
Parts. of Europe. - 'How uncontroul d docs 
and Portugal? What a large Spread has it 
made in Frauce, Savoy and Piedmont ? How 
potent is the Papal Intereſt in Germany ? What 
a mighty Sway does it bear in the Territories 
of the Empire? And has not Switzerland 


been threatned. to be over; run with, the Con- 


tag ion, and ſubjected to the Roman See? For 
it was nat long ſince that the Abbot De K. 
Call inſtigated by the Pope, appear d in open 
Hoſtility againſt the Proteſtant Cantons, made 
many violent Aſſaults upon them, and at- 
tempted to ſwallow them up quick. But of 
late, a more dangerous and formidable Con- 
ſpiracy hath been detected; for we have had 
Advices from abroad, which inform us, That 
a ſtrong Confederacy was made againſt the 
Reformed in that Country, by France, Savoy and 
Bavaria; that theſe united Powers were to 


ſurround them all at once, fall upon them, 
and enrich themſelves with their Spoils. And 
had not the Grand Cement of the Alliance been 


removed by a ſeaſonable Providence, and 
the Project met with a Baffle and Diſappoint- 
| | ment, 


this Idolatraus Religion reign in ah, Spain 
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bination? 
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ment, who knows what might have been the 
doleful Conſequences of ſuch a wicked Com- 


And as the Enemies of the Reformation 


have been very powerful abroad, ſo their Num- 


ber is not trifling and inconſiderable at Home, 


eſpecially if we throw into the Reckoning all 
thoſe who a diſaffected to a Proteſtant Prince, 


and the Friends of a Popiſh Pretender. And as 
the Papiſts and their Abettors who are now 
in the Nation, are no ſuch ſmall and deſpica- 
ble Body, as to put us out of all Danger, ſo 
there was a Time when we were in the ut- 
moſt Danger from Men of this Character; I 
mean under the Reign of the late King James. 
In that Hour and Power of Darkneſs, the Ca- 
tholicks were very numcrous here, but eſpect- 
ally in the Kingdom of Treland, where they 
were vaſtly ſnperiour in Number to the Pro- 
teſtauts, as they are at this Day. But that 
which render'd the Enemies of our Religion 
and Conſtitution the more formidable at that 
Time, was their having a Popiſh Prince for 
their Head and Leader, who model'd Cor- 
porations according to. his own Mind, and 


brought Perſons of his own Perſwaſion into 
the Government; who committed ſuch Bi- 


ſhops, as would not ſubmit to his Arbitrary 
Meaſures, to the Tower, intrench'd on the Laws 
of the Univerſity, by thruſting Jeſuits into the 
Colleges, and poſted to Rome with a rapid 
Zeal and furious Career. And when the 
Power was wreltcd out of the Hands of Pro- 
teſtants, and committed to thoſe who were 
embark'd in a contrary Intereſt, the Dan- 
ger of Popery mult be great and imminent. 
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2. That which inhances the Danger we 
have been in of falling a Prey to the Ene- 
mies of our Holy Religion, is the Conſidera- 


** 


— 


ö tion of their Rage and Wrath. Our Popijh 
al Adverſaries have born an old Grudge againſt p 
15 the Reformation, vow'd the Extirpation of ] 
1 it, and perſecuted the Aſſertors of this bleſ- þ 
14 ſed Cauſe with inveterate Spleen and Malice. 1 
15 | The Wicked have plotted againſt the Juſt, and 4 
3 gnaſbed upon them with their Teeth. Babylon is 1 
11 ſaid to be Munben with the Blood of the Saints, ] 
eh and of the MAurtyrs of Jeſus, Rev. xvii. 6. And 4 
"1 how have the Romiſh Bigots made univerſal j 
| I Havock and Slaughter, to gratike the impla- y 
. cable Malice they have conceived againſt 
| thoſe who would not fall in with their de- F 
* | teſtable Abominations ? With what Outrage F 
5 8 and Barbarity did they murther the Proteſtants 1 
5 in France, at the Marriage of the King of Na- 0 
1 varre, when the famous Admiral De Coligni, {| J 
49 and many other brave Men, fell a Sacrifice J 
9 to their inhuman Wrath ? e Cruelties a 
a of the Duke De Alva in the Lo Countries are | 
4 almoſt incredible, make a black Character in | 
. Hiſtory, and ſtand upon Record as a flaming | 
* Inſtance of the iniatiable Fury of bloody Ca- t 
* tholicks, who with th? Horſe-Leaches tus Daugb-- | 
F ters continually cry, Give, give; and like the 0 
* Grave, never ſay it is enoush. Great. Britain and 0 
* a neighbouring Kingdom have not been ex- 
"iy empted from the Rage of the Partizans of ) 
25 Rome. In the Reign of Q1:en Mary the Pa- t 
5 prſtg, like the Devil their Maſter, they came 0 
. upon us, having great Nat, as it they ew ] 
9 they had but a bort Time, They maſſacred 
= % ys. Thouſands in Ireland in cold Blood, ſoaring ] 
* neither Age nor Sex, | 
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© The Plot they ldi the Rejan, of King 
James L. was za dark anch excerable Neſign,: 

How barbarous was it to plant their Pouder 
Artillery under the Parliament- Houſe, with a 
wicked. Intention to blow up the Royal F: 
mily, Peers and Commons, by one faral Blaſt, 
and involve the Flower and Glory of the Na- 
tion in one common Ruin 2 What Diabolical 
Rage appear'd, in this horrid and traiterous 
Conſpiracy ? None but Hell and Rome, could 
ſuggeſt ſuch a deep Track of Villany. Theſe 
1 — are Juſtruments of Cruelty. in their, Habita- 
tions: O my. Saul, come not thou into their Secret ; 
unto their . Aſſembly mine Honour be not thou' uni- 
ted; for in their Auger they flew a Mau; and in 
their Sell they digged down, a. Hal. \ Curſed * 
be their_Anger, for it was fierce ; and their Math, 
for. it was cruel, Gen. xlix. 5, mw 
3. The Danger we have been in of falling 
a Prey to our Popiſu Enemies will further ap- 
Pears if we conſider their Cunning and Po- 
licy. The Emillaries of the Raman Commus + 
nion have rack d their Brains, and ſtrain'd 
their Inventions, to find out the moſt pro- 
bable Engines of Deſtruction: They have 
dug deep, and laid their Snares with a. great 
deal of Craft and Subtlety: Their Plots have 
been fo artfully contriv'd, and carried on 
with ſo much Cunning and Secrecy, that no- 
thing but an extraordinary Providence could 
detect and defeat them. What a depth of 
Helliſh Policy did there appear in the Gun- 
Powder Treaſon? How artificially was the 
Project concerted, how cloſely was it purſu- 
ed? With what a profound Silence and Pri- 
vacy was it managed 5. one ta- 
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king the Sacrament, and binding themſelves 
by ſolemn Oath, not to diſcayer it without 
4 general Conſent ? Did not the Enemies of 
the Church at that time work in the Dark, 
and proceed with the greateſt Caution, till 
the black Deſign was juſt ready to be execu- 
ted, and Guy Faux, who was to ſet Fire to 
the Train, was repairing to his Poſt? Thus 
our Fore-fathers were juſt on the Brink of 
Ruin, and yet thought themſelyes in no Dan- 
ger. But God had a watchful Eye on his 
People, happily diſappointed the Devices of 
the Crafty, and brought the Criminals to con- 


dign Puniſhment : So that the Salvation of 


this Day very much reſembles that of Jfrae!, 


celebrated by the Pſalmiſ?, Pal. cxxvi. 1. hen 


the Lord turned back the Captivity of Zion, we 
were like them that dream. The Deliverance 
was ſo wonderful and ſurprizing, that they 
could ſcarce believe it to be real. But have 
we not an Inſtance of the Cunning and Po- 
licy of our Enemies in a Plot of a later Date, 
the Effects of which are ſtill felt in ſeveral 
Parts of the Kingdom; I mean, a traiterous 
and horrid Deſign to dethrone his moſt ex- 


cellent Majeſty King GzoxGcz, and palm 


upon us the St Germain Pretender, educated 
in the Maxims of France and Rome ? The Con- 
{piracy was ſtrong ; Men of Rank and Fi- 
gure were at the Head of the Faction, and a- 
nimated the wicked Enterprize. The Re- 
bellious Intrigue was manag'd with a great 
deal of Artifice, and the Actors ſeem'd to be 
big with the Hopes of Succeſs. Who could 
have thought when our preſent gracious Sove- 
reign was brought ſo peaceably to the Throne, 
and we were promiſing our ſelves a laſting 
Tranquility, that any hidden ä 
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Miſchief would have been fram'd to diſturb 
the publick Peace, damp our Joys, and re- 
duce the Nation to a ſlaviſh Subjection to a 
Popiſh Power. 2G, 45 
4. How apparent then is the Danger we 
have been in from the Enemies of our Reli- 
gion, Laws and Liberties, when we conſider 
their repeated Plots and Devices. Popery is 
a reſtleſs and indefatigable Adverſary ; it 
leaves no Stone unturn'd, no Path untried, 
or Method unattempted, to bring us under 
its Yoke. Sometimes it frowns, and ſome- 
times it ſmiles: Sometimes it flatrers, and 
ſometimes it threatens: The Patrons of an 


Idolatrous Church will ſtick at no Meaſures, 


tho' never ſo baſe and diſhonourable, to pro- 
pagate their blind Devotion. They'll appear 
in any Guiſe, and put on Lenity or Severity, 


as it may beſt ſerve their Turn; they can aſ- 


ſume any Shape, and like Satan, the Arch- 
Rebel and Apoſtate, transform themſelves in- 
to Angels of Light, and if poſſible, would de- 
cerve the very Elect; like the Infernal Fiend, 
they fawn upon you in order to devour you. 
And as they make uſe of a variety of Arti- 
fice to decoy us into theSnare, ſo they are 
reſtleſs and unwearied in their Machinations 
and Deſigns. Ever ſince the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhined forth in its Native Purity in our 
happy Iſland, the Pope and his Creatures 
have endeayoured to blow it out. There 
were many Attempts made on our holy Re- 
ligion in its Infancy : Under the pious Go- 
vernment of King Edward VI. that young 
Jofah, a confiderable Oppoſition was made 
againſt it. In the ſhort, but bloody Reign 
of his Succeflor, Popery march'd in Triumph 


thro' the Land, and the Reform'd Intereſt was 
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| Truth and Juſtice, Conſcience and Honour, 
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into the Throne, the Proteſtant Cauſe blaz d 
out of the Cloud, and met with publick En- 
couragement; but then Deſigns were formed 
againſt it at Home, and a formidable Arma- 
da threatned it from Abroad. The Powder- 
Plot (as you have been told) was concerted 
when James I. ſway d the Britiſh Scepter. In 
the following Reigns, one Party of Prote- 
ſtants was artfully played againſt another, to 
diſtract and divide us, foment fatal Anima; 
ſities, and make a Gap for Popery to flow 
in upon us., The dangerous Crifs our Religi- 
on and Liberties were reduc'd to upon the 
Acceſſion of à _Popiſh Prince. to tne Crown, 
can't ſoon be forgotten. Add to all theſe, 


the 4/aſſznation Plots carried on againſt our 


Great Deliverer King William; and the unna- 
tural Rebellion lately ſpirited up againſt his 
preſent Majeſty ; and you muſt needs be con- 
vinc'd of the Dangers we have been expos'd 


to, from the repeated Devices of our Ene- 


mies. As one ſays, Could we but imagire 
« how reſtleſsly buſie Popes, Cardinals, Coun- 


ce cils, Princes, Prieſts. and Jeſuits, have been, 


and that cver ſince the Reformation, to re- 
„ inthral us to Rome ; I am confident we 
© ſhould ſtand amaz'd at our Preſervation ; 


and that Daniel's preſervation in the Ly- 


“ on's Den, and the Three Childrens in the 
« fiery Furnace, would hardly appear ſo mi- 
eraculdus in ot Eyes. s. 

5. The Danger we have been in of falling 
a Prey to Rome and her bigotted Votaries, will 
allo. eminently appear, if we conſider their 
Treachery and Perfidiouſncſs. Was Popery 
a, generous, Enemy, that had any regard to, 


4 


Our 


ſunk very. low... When'Queen Elizabeth ſtept 


at aa A aa os as a we ww. HK NV" << mw 8 a+ .ÞJua a ao DÞAMA. 


| 
] 
; 
| 
| 
| 


S I 


„KA SS. 7 


4 


+ ws 


— 


cr 


* e 


Ins , r ie the Fifth of November : 


1 Þ * 


our Danger would not be ſo great: But when 
the Adverſary we have to deal with, is not 
to be bound by Word or Oath, Treaty or 
Compact, we are oblig'd to be always upon 
the Guard, leſt He ſbould come and 3 
our Crown. I preſume, a few Hints may ſuf- 
fice to expoſe the Treachery and Falſheod of 

theſe Men: To paſs by the lefler Arts of Dif- 
fimulation, Fallacy and Deceit, their Jeſui- 
tical Evaſions, mental Reſervations, and the 
like; is it not their avowed Principle, that 
Faith muſt not be kept with Heretitks, ' and by 
Hereticks they mean the Reformed ? And when 
Papiſts publickly aflert this wicked Maxim, 
and are ready on all Occaſions to purſve and 
practiſe it, what Security can we propoſe ro 
our ſelves by truſting ſuch faithleſs Bigots, and 
depending either upon their Promiſe or Oath : 
If they ſhould at any time boaſt of their Bo- 
nd Fids, of the Inviolableneſs of their Word, 
and Sincerity of their Intentions, it can be 
nothing but Banter and Grimace ; it is but 
playing the Hypocrite, acting a Part, and 
making Lies their Refuge. For their Religion 
prompts them to violate the moſt ſacred En- 
gagements, diſſolve the ſtrongeſt Ties, and 
break in pieces the moſt ſolemn” Covenants 
and Promiſes, when it is for the Advance- 
ment of the Catliolick Cauſe, and tends to 
promote the Intereſt of Holy Moher Church. 
What they call Hereſy, they brand with a 
worſe Character, and exclaim againſt as a 
greater Crime than Murther, Perjury and 
Treaſon ; and the latter they pretend may 
be innocently committed, and merit Applauſe, 


and a conſiderable Reward too, if by the 


Perpetration of them, they can contribute 


to the Extirpation of the former. Have 


4 not 


30 A Thankſgroing-Sermon 
not the Popes of Rome abſoly'd People from 
their Allegiance to their lawful - Sovereigus 
when they have favour'd the Reformation, 
and animated their Subjects to depoſe and 
aſſaſſinate them? And when Princes of the 
Romiſh Perſwaſion have been upon the Throne, 
notwithſtanding the ſacred Obligations they 
have brought themſelves under, and the ſo- 
lemn Aſſurances they have given, to main- 
tain the Proteſtant Religion, they have hor- 
ribly perjur d themſelves by attempting its 
Ruin and Overthrow. The French King per- 
ſecuted the Proteſtants in his Dominions, in 
Defiance of Publick Edicts. The Popiſh 
Queen Mary fell upon the Reform'd in this 
Kingdom with mercileſs Rage and unrelent- 
ing Fury, contrary to her Royal Word: And 
1s not the Treachery and Prefidiouſneſs of 
James the Second freſh in your Thoughts, 
who | receding. from the Original Contract, 
and renouncing his Coronation-Oath, made a 
Breach upon the Conſtitution, and endea- 
vour'd to bring in Poperx. 

” 6. The great Danger we have been in of 
falling a Prey to the Enemies of our Religion 
and Conſtitution will further appear, if we 
cenſider they have many Times actually roſe 
up againſt us. And it had not been the Lord, 
who was gn our Side, when Men roſe up againſt 
us; then they had ſwallow'd us up quick. Our 
Enemies have appear'd in open Hoſtility, 
and taken up Arms againſt us. They have 

not only ſecretly contrivd our Ruin, and 
form'd Plots and Devices againſt us, but have 
attempted to put their Deſigns in Execution. 

In the late Reign there was a Fleet equip'd 

from France with the pretended Prince of 

Wales on Board, who threaten'd to land in 
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Scotland, and rob us of our moſt valuable 


Rights and Privileges. But what need I run 
ſo far back; is not the Rebellion in the North 
headed by Forſter and Mar a notorious In- 
ſtance of our Enemies rifins up agdinſt us ? 
Tho' when the Government gave the firſt 
publick Notice of Preparations making from 
abroad to invade the Kingdom, encourage d 
by a reſtleſs Faction and difaffefied Party at 
Home, ſome were apt to banter and make a 
jeſt of it as a Trick of State; yet now tis 
obvious to the whole Nation, that this was 
no falſe Alarm, the Pretender's Standard being 
ſet up, and a conſiderable Body of Men ap- 
pearing in Arms againſt King George their law- 
ful and rightful Sovereign. But muſt it not 
be ſtrange and unaccountable Conduct, for 
any who pretend to be Proteſtants to join in 
a trairerous Conſpiracy with profeſſed Papiſts 


againſt a Prince of the Reform'd Religion, 


who hath an undoubted Title to the Crown, 
and to whom many of them have ſworn Fe- 
alty and Allegiance ? Theſe, if any, may juſt- 
ly be ſtil'd Falſe Brethren, and the Church of 
England muſt be in the greateſt Peri] and Dan- 
from ſuch Perfidious Members. Have we 
not Reaſon to think, that ſome crafty and ill 
deſigning Men induſtriouſiy cried up the 
imaginary Danger of the Church under the 
preſent Reign, to bring it into tb, which is 
real ; to fire the Spirits of the ignorant and 


Unwary, put em into a Ferment, and prepare 


them for Rebellion? Dr. Kennett, an eminent 
Dignitary of the cſtabliſh'd Church, in a late 


* Sermon compares the preſent Rebellion to * . The 
Popiſh Witchcraft, © which charms and cap-Mitcb- 
ce tivates ſilly People with the falſe Amuſe- _ : 
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of Things. For (ſays the Dr.) could any 
Proteſtant Minds have been capable of ſuch 
bc, Ear Deception, if the Emiflaries of Rome 
<: had not been raifing Apparitions, or 'caſt- 


7 ing Milts' before their Eyes. He goes on; 


«< ] doubt they put the Name of Church into 
* prophane Mouths, to make way, and create 
* 2 Veneration for their Catholick infallible 
* Church; I doubt they ſet up a Cry of the 
« danger of the Church, when whatever 
good Meaning ſome few might have, they 
meant it as a.fort of Magical Noiſe to bring 
the Church into the greateſt Danger; that 
c of ſubmitting to the Roman, or at leaſt to 
cc the Gallican Church. ng 45329 

By ſuch a powerful Spell and Enchant · 
ment as this, not a few have been fatally im- 
pos d upon and bewitch'd, fower'd againſt the 
Beſt of Princes, and charm'd into Sedition 
and Treaſon: And as too many by the Cry 
of the Danger of the Church have been unhap- 
pily deluded into groundleſs Fears and Jea- 
loufies of Deſigns carrying on againſt it by 
thoſe who ſit at the Helm, ſo the Faction 
begun with lefler Riots and Tumults to make 
way for a general Inſurrection. But one 
would have thought that Men of Senſe and 
Wiſdom ſhould at the firſt Glance have look d 
through the thin Diſguiſe, nnmask' dthe Trai- 
tor, and ęxpos d him on the publick Stage as 
an Enemy to his King and Country. Me- 
thinks Oxford, that celebrated Fountain of 
Loyalty, ſhould not tarniſh its Glory by fo- 
menting Inteſtine Broils, raiſing Rebellious 
Mobs, or making the leaſt Eflay towards any 


treaſonable Practices. And they who have 
been very forward to boaſt of their inviolable 


Attachment to the Crown, and Fidelity to 
| Kings, 
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Kings, lifting up their Voice like a Trumpet, and 
aſſerting the utter [legality and damnable Sin 
of Reſiſtance, ſhould not drop their Zeal at 


once, and ſhow a Coldneſs and Diſaffection 


to the preſent Government. 
Turpe eft Dottori cum Culpa redarguit Ipſum. 


Permit me with all Humulity to ask the 
Male-contents among us, what his Majeſty 
hath done ſince his happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne to leſſen him in the Eſteem and good 
Opinion of a true Churchman? Is he no 
Friend to the Univerſities, becauſe he hath pur- 
chas'd a noble Library, which coſt him fix 
Thouſand Pounds, and preſented it as a free 


— — — 


Gift to * one of them? or muſt the Church * Can- 


be in Danger under his Adminiſtration, be- 
cauſe he hath not only taken Care for the 
building of fifty new Churches in Purſuance 


of an Act made in the late Reign, but alſo re- 
commended to the Parliament the providing 


an honourable Maintenance for the Miniſters 
who are to officiate in them? or are the Cler- 
gy excluded his Royal Favour, becauſe he 
gave his ready Aſſent to a Bill, by which cer- 


rain Commons are to be inclos'd and appro- 


priated to their Uſe and Benefit, as an Addi- 
tion to their Incomes? Therefore well might 
our Gracious Sovereign in his laſt Speech to the 
Parliament, upbraid theſe Men with Injuſtice 


and Ingratitude, who, notwithſtanding the So- 


lemn Aſſurances he hath given them, and after all 


he hath done for the Church, endeavour to per- 


ſwade People it is in Danger under the Protecti- 
on and Encouragement of ſo good and Gene- 
rous a Prince. But whatever wicked Arts or 


Management have been made uſe of to _ 
F the 


rige. 
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the Nation into Confuſion, involve us in a 


Civil War, and turn our Land into a Scene of 
Blood, Bleſſed be God, ſome ſtop hath been 

ut to the growing Evil; He who Stilleth the 

aging Sea and the Noiſe of its Waves, is 
pleaſed to ſtil the Tumult of the People; And 
tho' Rebellion at preſent lifteth up its Guil- 
ty Head in the Northern Parts of the King- 
dom, yet we truſt in the Almighty, who is 
the Hope of Iſrael, and the Saviour thereof in 4 
Time of Troulle, that Loyalty and the Prote- 
ſtant Religion ſhall at laſt prove triumphant. 
over Faction, Perjury and Treaſon: As for 


ſuch as turn afide unto their crooked Ways; The 


Lord ſhall lead them forth with the Workers of I. 
niquity; But Peace ſhall be upon Iſrael ; Pal. 


cxxv. 5. 5 

Great Britain hath hitherto been a Stage of 
divine Wonders; God hath ſav'd us from 
Ruin by a Series of almoſt Miraculons Pro- 
vidences, and paſt Deliverances may give us 
Ground to hope, that we ſhall ſee the pre- 
ſent ſtorm allay'd, and riſe Glorious out of 
all our Troubles. The Removal of the French 
King before this horrid Treaſon broke out in 
the Nation, was a Providence very much in 
our Favour ; For ſhould that Machiavilian 
Prince have been alive to back the Conſpi- 
racy, the Conſequences might have been dread- 
ful. Surely then, f the Lord were pleas d to kill us, 
he would not have fhewed us ſuch Things as 


Theſe. David fetch'd his Encouragement from 


this Topick, when he was marching forth a- 
gainſt Go/:4h, the Champion of the Philiſtines, 
who had bid Defiance to the Armies of the 
Living Cod; The good Man could ſay, Tie 
Lord that deliver'd me out of the Paw of the Lion, 
and out of the Paw of the Bear, he will deliver 

| mie 
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me out of the hand of the Philiſtine ; 1. Sam. 


. 
Thus I have conſider'd the Dangers we 
have been in from the Enemies of our Re- 


ligion, Laws and Liberties. Papiſts and their 
Abettors have made many Aſſaults upon us, 


yet they have not prevail'd. Bleſſed be the Lord, 
who hath not given us as a Prey to their Teeth. 
And this leads me, | 

3. Laſtly, To exhort you to bleſs God for 
your Reſcue and Deliverance. You have 
heard of the Dangers you have been expos'd 
to, by Reaſon of the Power and Policy, Trea- 
chery and Perfid iouſneſs, Rage and Fury, 
and the reſtleſs Plots and Attempts of your 


Enemies; Let me now preſs you to offer up 


your thankful Tribute of Praiſe to Heaven 
for your ſeaſonable Preſervation and narrow 
Eſcape; Give Glory to him, who is a near 
and preſent Help in a time of Trouble. Let 
us bleſs God, who hath not ſufter'd the proud 
Maters to overwhelm us, or the rapid Stream to 
roll over our Souls; Who hath not deliver'd 
us up as a Prey to them that hate us, whoſe 
tender Mercies are cruel, and whoſe bioody 
Principles recommend 1t as a meritorious Act 
to deſtroy both us and Ours. Let us keep 
up grateful Memorials of divine Mercy, pub- 
liſh with the Voice of Thankſgiving the Loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, and tell of all his won- 
deruos Works: Let us with Hearts full of Joy 
pay our devout Acknowledgments to Al- 
mighty God for the Deliverances of this Day, 
and all the other Liberalities of his Provi- 


dence towards us; particularly for the ge 


and peacable Acceſſion of a Proteſtant King 
to the Throne, who is come to ſeek the Mei- 


fare of our Iſrael, to maintain and defend the 
Þ 2 Re- 
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Reform d Religion, and ſupport us in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of our deareſt and moſt valuable Pri- 
vileges; And tho' Meu of late have roſe up a- 

gainſt him, yet Bleſſed be God they have not 
triumph'd over him. O give thanks unto the 

7725 for he is good ; Becauſe his Mercy endureth 
OV ever. | ; 

Let Iſrael now ſay, that his Mercy endureth for 
ever, Let the Houſe of Aaron (Let the Prieſts, 
the Miniſters of God, who wait at his Al- 
tar, and are not by Popiſh Enemies driven in- 
Pſal. 118. to Corners) * now ſay that his Mercy endureth 
. 2. for ever. Let them now that fear the Lord, ſay, 

that this Mercy endureth for ever. Let a ſenſe 
of the never-failing Mercy of God in reſcu- 
ing us from the repeated Conſpiracies and 
Deſigns of Rome and her Adherents be deep- 
ly impreſt on the Mind, and let us reſolve to 
diſcover it by all the Expreſſions of an inge- 
nuous Gratitude; and permit me to ſay, it 
becomes us to manifeſt our Thankfulneſs to 
God for our Deliverance from Popery in theſe 
following Inſtances. As, 
I. By keeping up a juſt Abhorrence of it. 
2. By ſhe wing our Affection to King Gro ROE 
who 1s a Proteſtant Prince, and by an un- 
doubted Authority ſways the Sceptre of theſe 
Realms. 
3. By fearing God, and keeping his Com- 
mandments. | 
1.-As an Evidence of your Thankfulneſs 
to God for your Deliverance from Popery, 
keep up a jult Abhorrence of it. Deteſt the 
Superſtition and Idolatry, Tyranny and U- 
ſurpation, Cruelty and Barbaricy of the 
Church of Rome; Have no Fellowſhip with theſe / 
] 
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abominable Works of Darkneſs, but rather re- 
Prove them. Do not cheriſh in your Minds a- 


"_ 


hd on the Fifth of November. 37 ; 


ny kind and favourable Thoughts of this 
blind and bloody Religion, or make any falſe 
ſteps towards it ; But ſtand firm to the Prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, and contend earneſtly 
for the Faith which was once deliver d to the Saints. 
Let not ſuch as lie in wait to deceive, inſinuate 
into you a good Opinion of ſecret Confeſſi- 
on, ſacerdotal Abſolution, a middle ſtare of. 
Souls, Unchurching of Proteſtant Societies of 
Chriſtians, a Spirit of Perſecution, or any o- 
ther Popiſh Notions and Practices. Bleſſed is 
he that watcheth and keepeth his Garments, who 
holds faſt his Integrity and maintains his 
Ground againſt the Errors and Innovations 
of corrupt and deſigning Men. Beware of 
the Leven of unſound Doctrine and Worſhip; 
Stedfaſtly adhere to Primitive Purity, and let 
not any ſeduce you from the native Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel. Believe not every Spirit, 
but try the Spirits whether they be of God ; Search 
the Scriptures, and let the Bible be the only 
Rule of your Religion. As you have taſted 
the Sweets of Chriſtian Liberty, take heed of 
being entangled again with the Yoke of Bon- 
dage. Do not give up your ſelves to impli- 
cit Faith, or Slaviſh Obedience ; But make 
impartial Enquiries, bring every Doctrine to 
the Sacred Oracles, weigh 1t in the Ballance of 
the Sanctuary, and learn to give a Reaſon of 
the hope that is in you. Guard againſt Bigotry 
and Uncharitableneſs, mad Zeal and blind De- 
votion. Do not diſhonourably court Chains 
and Fetters; Make no advances towards 
Iooden Shoes, Beads and Maſles ; but let it 
be your fervent Prayer, from Civil and Eccle- 
frajtical Slavery, Good Lord Deliver us. Is Po- 
pery of late become ſo tame, innocent and 
harmleſs a Thing, that ſome are for making 
to 
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to themſelves a Captain to return into Agypt? 
Surely Proteſtants muſt be ſtrangely infatuat- 
ed and bewitch'd with a ſort of papal Delu- 
ſion to think that their Religion can be ſafe 
under a Romiſh Government. © A Flock of 
Sheep may as well expect Quiet and Pro- 
te tetion, when a Wolf is their Shepherd. 
And if God for the Sins of the Nation 
ſhould have deliver'd us up to that bigotted 
Creature who pretends to the Crown, we 
ſhould have groan'd. under ſuch a heavy Load 
of Oppreſſion, as would have effectually de- 
ſtroyed Liberty and Property, and invoiv'd 
us and our Poſterity in the utmoſt Thraldom 
and Miſery, Dr. Talbot, late Biſhop of Ox- 
ford (now of Sarum) obſerves in his Coro- 
nation Sermon; That, we have had © woful 
Experience of two Popiſh Reigns fince the 
« Reformation, bur the little Finger of this 


would probably have been thicker than the 


“ Loyns of the others; if thoſe Princes cha- 
<« {tisd us with Whips, this would have done 
e it with Scorpions, who would have come 
* with a Spirit not only of Popery and Bi- 
6 gotry, but alſo of Reſentment and Re- 
“ yenge, for our having diſpoſſeſſed his ſup- 
« poſed Father of his Kingdom, and kept him 
© and himſelf ſo many years from it. If you 
are willing to appeal to Cæſur, to Caſar let 
us go! the late * Queen © declar'd ſhe did 
« believe, that all which was dear to you 
* mult be irrecoverably loſt, if ever the De- 
ce ſigns of a Popiſh Pretender, bred up in 


rſt of A-© the Principles of the moſt arbitrary. Go- 
pril 1708. « ernment, ſhould take Place. 


2. As a Specimen of your thankfulneſs to 
God for your Deliverance from Popery, ſhew 


your Affection and Loyalty to King Geo _ 
who 
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who is a Proteſtant Prince, and whom God 


and the Laws of the Land have called to reign. 
over you. -Heartily recognize and reſolutely. 
defend his. undoubted Title to the Crown, 


which was ſettled by the ſupreme Authority 
of. the Nation on his Auguſt Family, for the 
moſt weighty and important Reaſons, as be- 
ing next in the Royal Line of the reform'd Re- 


ligion, and under whoſe kind Influences we 
may expect to become a flouriſhing and happy 
People. To rouſe the Principles of Loyalty, 
and kindle in your Breaſts a juſt Indignation 


againſt a Popiſh Pretender and all thoſe who 


eſpouſe his Cauſe and adhere to him, preſent . 


to your Minds the illuſtrious Extraction, no- 
ble Character, and amiable Accompiſhments 
of your good and Gracious Sovereign, toge- 


ther with the Happineſs you enjoy under his 
Auſpicious Government. You have a Prince 


on the Throne deſcended from the Britiſh Mo- 
narchs[his Grandmother the Queen of Bohemia 
being Daughter to King James the Firſt] Re- 
nown 4 for Heroick Qualities. and vertuous 


Endowments, celebrated for dom, . and 


Fortitude, Clemency and Wiſdom, Juſtice 


and Temperance. And Bleſſed art thuu, 0 
Land, when thy King is the Son of Nobles, and 


thy Princes eat in due Seaſon, for Strength, and 
not for Drunkenueſs ; Eccleſ. x. 17. When the 
Righteous are in Authority, the People ſhould re- 
Joyce. For a juſt and wiſe Governour will 


anſwer the End of his Office, and a& as the 


Miniſter of God to us for good, be a Terror to 


evil Doers, and a Praiſe to them that do well. 


The Queen of Sheba, charm'd with the Fame 
of Solomon, had the Curioſity to take a Jour- 


ney to his Court, and pay him a Viſit; and 


when ſhe ſaw the impartial Equity of his pub- 
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lick Adminiſtration, and the admirable Or- 
der and prudent Oeconomy with which he 
manag'd his Domeſtick Affairs, ſhe pro- 
nounces his Subjects happy, bleſſes God, and 


a Ruler over them; 1 King. x. 8, 9. Happy 
are thy Men, Happy are theſe thy Servants, which 
and continually before thee, and hear thy Wiſdom. 


Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in 


thee to ſet thee on the Throne of Iſrael ; becauſe 
the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made he 
thee King, to do Judgment and Juſtice. His 


preſent Majeſty hath been ſtil'd the Solomon of 


Germany, who was ever dear to his native 
Country, beloved at Home, and admir'd a- 
broad. As an additional Ornament to his 
Character I might mention the Firmneſs of his 
Mind, and the Stability of his Conduct, in a 
day of Danger, and a time of civil Tumults 
and Inſurrection. How ſteadily does he 
hold the Reins of Government in the Hur- 
ries and Confufions of an unnatural Rebel- 
lion? How ſerene in a Hurricane of publick 
Diſorders? How calm in a Storm ? How 
much like a Chriſtian Hero, who hath his Heart 
ſtayed on God, and is not afraid of evil Ti- 


dings? One would have thought that the 


Proteſtant Suceſſion [the main Support under 


God of our Religion, Laws and Liberties] - 


happilytaking Place inthe peaceable Acceſſion 
of King GREOROE to the Throne of his Ance- 


| tors, ſhould have filled the Hearts of all true 


Britons with a ſweet ſurprize, and been attend- 
ed with an univerſal Joy. But alas! it hath 
been too much the Temper of a Set of Men 
in the Nation, to be unthankful for the Beſt 
of Mercies, and ungrateful to the Beſt of 

Kings. 
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Kings. Like the murmuring Iſraelites, tho' 
we have ſeen God's Wonders, yet we have ſoon 
forgot his Works, and deſpis d thoſe Mercies 
which we once earneſtly ſued for. How un- 
gratefully was the Reign of our Royal Deli- 


verer peſter d with the factious Reſentments 


and Contradiction of a Diſingenuous Party, 


diſaffected to his Perſon and Government? 


They baſely aſpers d his Conduct, reflected 
on his Management, thwarted his Proceed- 
ings, and controul'd him in his noble De- 
ſigns for the Good of the Publick ; or if I may 


be allow'd to uſe the Words of the * —_ | 


of Gloceſter, they © made him and us unea 
* at home, encourag'd the common Enemy, 
« and loſt almoſt all the good Effects of vaſt 
“ Sums'of Money, and the Lives of many 
brave Men, ſpent in a War for the De⸗ 


= 


* fence of the Liberty of Europe. And ſince 


the happy Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty 
to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, Cha- 
grin and Diſcontent, the certain ſigns of In- 
gratitude, have appear'd in the Countenances 


of too many among us. What malicious Sto- 


ries have been forg'd ; what ſly and baſe In- 
uendo's; what unkind Refle&ions; what falſe 
and groundleſs Fears, and what Riots and 


'Tumulrs have been rais'd and fomented, t&ren- 


der our Sovereign uneaſy, and diſturb the Peace 
and Quiet of his Government? To all theſe 
I might add the horrid Treaſon and Rebel- 
lion which appears barefac'd in the Land, 


and threaten to invade his Majeſty's Crown 


and Dignity. O tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 
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not in the Streets of Askelon ; let it not be pro- 
claim'd in the Territories of Popery, leſt the 
Daug hreis of Idolaters ſhould rejoyce and triumph. 
The * Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, and the 
Lientenancy of London, ſparkles with a bright 
and loyal Zeal againſt theſe traiterous Practi- 
ces; having theſe Words, At the Mask of Fatti- 
« on is taken off, we ſee that which was be- 
fore even too groſs to be beliey'd ; we ſee 
« Non-Refiſting Rebels, Paſſive Obedience 
c Rioters, Abjuring Jacobites, and. Frenchi- 
« fyed Engliſhmen : Monſters which no Age 


c gr Country produc'd till now. Aud to- 


« wards the latter End of the Addreſs ; it is 
te matter of ſhame as well as Gwen, to ſee a 
Prince who left peaceful Dominions and 
ce faithful Subjects, that he might make us 
* happy and flouriſhing, ſo ill requited by 
* an ungrateful Faction. But I truſt you, 
my Brethren, have not ſo learned Chriſt. Loyal. 
ty is an inſeparable Ingredient of our holy Religi- 
on; And it Rebellion mult always look with 
an ill Grace in a Perſon that profeſſeth to be- 
lieve the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, then, as 
the preſent Og of Oxford ex preſſes it in a 
late f Sermon, for Subjects to turn Traitors 
without any Provocation; © to wound the 
* hand which defends us, to clamour and muti- 
« ny againſt thoſe beneficent Powers, where- 


„e by we are ſecur'd in the quiet Poſſeſſion of 


c our Religious and Civil Liberties, that is, 
ce of whatever we account dear and valuable; 
«© what ſhall we call it? It is inhumane, it 
“ is monſtrous, and carries the neareſt Re- 

* Polit, State for Auguſt 1715. | | 
I Sermon before the Houſe of Lords, Aug. t. Far 5 
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e ſemblance to the Crimes of thoſe reſtleſs 


c and wicked Spirits, who rebel'd againſt the 
« mild and gracious Government of Hea- 
© ven. | 

Among other things the Apoſtle St. Pay! 
gives it in Charge to Titus, that he ſhould 
inculcate upon the People Subjection to their 
Governours; Tit. iii. 1. Put them in Mind to 
be ſubjeft to Principalities and Powers, and to 
obey\ Magiſtrates, And St. Peter, addreſſing 
himſelf to Chriſtians in General, ſpeaks thus: 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for 
the a Orr whether unto the King as Supreme; 


or unto Gevernourg, as unto them who are ſent by 
him for the Puniſhment of evil doers, and the Praiſe 


| of them that da well. For ſo is the Will of God, 


that with Mellidoing ye may put to Silence the 
nor ince of fooliſh Men, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14, 
Cc. They are reckon d as Perſons of a very 


bad Character, who deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak * 


evil of Dignities, Jud. 8. And ſeeing we have 


à Proteſtant Prince ſet over us, under whoſe 


Glorious Adminiſtration we may call our 
Lives and Eſtates, Liberties and Religion, 
our own, and every Man may {it down qui- 
etly under his own Vine and Fig-tree, with- 
out the perplexing Fears of having what he 


enjoys, illegally and unjuſtly taken from him; 


ſurely, we are bound in Gratitude and In- 
tereſt, as well as Conſcience and Duty, to. 
yield a cheerful Submiſſion to his juſt and 
gentle Government, and ſupport him upon 
the Throne to the utmoſt of our Power a- 
gainſt all Pretenders whatſoever. As a kind 
and merciful Providence hath remarkably de- 
liver'd us from Popery, and very lately ſecur d 
to us our Civil and Religious Rights, by giv- 


ing us a Sovereign, Woo is graciouſly enclin d 
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to be the Defender of our Faith, and the Pa- 
tron of our happy Conſtitution; Let us not 
be ſo ungrateful to the ſupreme Monarch of 
the World, or his Deputy and Vicegerent, as 
to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord and Sedition ; { 
but let us fear God, honour the King, and med- 
dle not with them that are given to Change. And 
this leads me to the laft Branch of my Ex- 
© hortation, which js, _ 
3. Laſtly, To preſs you to manifeſt your 
Thankfulneſs to God for your Deliverance 
from Popery, by walking in his Fear, and 
keeping his Commandments. The beſt Evi- 
dence you can give of your Gratitude to your 
5 Almighty Saviour for the ſignal Mercies of 
at this Day, is by a good Converſation to ſhew forth f 
17 | the Praiſes of him, who hath reſcued you from 
5 Popiſh Darkneſs, and favour'd you with the 
11 Meridian Luſtre of Goſpel-Light. What are 
. the Demands of Heaven for the Benefits you 
5 | have received, but to do juſtly, love mercy{ and 
1 | walk humbly with "are God. O let us not be- 
112 tray ſo much Baſeneſs and Diſingenuity] as 
9 to affront our divine Benefactor, and provoke 
the Rock of our ſalvation, by allowing our ſelves 
in any Courſe of Impiety; let us guard againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, Pride and 
Hypocriſy, Strife and Envy, Hatred and A- 
nimoſity, which, if univerſally indulg'd, have 
à very malignant Influence on the Welfare 
and Proſperity of the moſt flouriſhing Nati- 
on. After all the Wonders God had wrought 
for the Children of Mael, he gives them a 
ſolemn Charge by the Prophet Samuel to ſerve 
and fear him, which is back d with an aw- 
ful Threatning, 1 Sam. xii. 24, 25, Ouly Fear 
the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with all your 
Heart ; For confider how great Things he _ 
| | one 
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done for you. But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye 
ſhall be conſum d, both ye and your King. Sin is 
that which incurs the Diſpleaſure of the Great 
Jehovah, - and kindles his angry Reſentments 
againſt a People; which arms divine Juſtic 
with Thunderbolts of Wrath, and portends 
the moſt ruinous and deſolating Judgments ; 
this is the abominable thing the Lord hateth, a- 


gainſt which all the Artillery of Heaven is 


directed. And the way to eſcape the pointed 
Vengeance and engage the Almighty to put 
up his Arrows into his Quiver, is to remove 
the Mark. What remains then, but for every 
true Briton to proſecute his Luſts and Vices 
with the utmoſt Indignation, to bring forth 
the Troublers of Iſrael, theſe Enemies to the 
Publick Peace, and give them the mortal 
Blow. As we profeſs the pureſt and beſt Re- 
ligion in the World, let us labour to be the 
Beſt of Men, and the Beſt of Chriſtians : 
Let us be Reform'd in Practice, as well as 
in Principle; and excel others in Purity 
of Life, as well as Purity of Doctrine and 
Worſhip. Let us ſearch our Hearts, and try 
our Ways, and turn unto the Lord; let us abhor 
that which is evil, and make it our conſtant 
Care and Study to order our Converſation aright, 
and then we may upon good Grounds hope to 
ſee the Salvation of God ; then we may in 
the Lord, that the Clouds which have lately 
gather d and threaten'd us, ſhall quickly be 
diſpers'd, and Glory abide in our Land ; that 
a ſpeedy Concluſion ſhall be put to that Trea- 
ſon and Rebeilion, Plunder and Devaſtation, 
which now ravage in ſome Parts of the Kin 

dom, and we ſhall yet be ſo happy as to — 
our Jeruſalem a quiet Habitation, the Praiſe 
and Joy of the whole Earth, Bs T | 
l 0 


1 


11 


s 
- May the Divine Mercy which hath been 
hitherto ſo conſpicuous in our Deliverance 


from Popery, till ſhine with a diſcriminating 


Luſtre in our Happy land, curſe the Projects, 
and-blaſt the Enterprizes of thoſe that riſe up 
againſt us, who turn Religion into Rebellion, 
and Faith into Faction, and proſtitute the ve- 
nerable Name of Church to the vileſt and moſt 
abominable Purpoſes. May the iſe be taken 
in their own Craftineſs, the Counſel of the Froward 


carried headlong, and the Wicked ſnard in the 


Work of his own Hands. May that ſupreme 
Being, by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree 
Juſtice, and who hath declar'd, He will not 
hold him Guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain, 
Kir up his Jealouſy, and teſtify his juſt Re · 
ſentments againſt Perjury and Treaſon ; pour 
Contempt on a Popiſb Pretender, and all his o- 
pen and ſecret Abettors; but be a Tower of 
Salvation for his King, and fſhew Mercy to his 
Anointed and his Royal Progeny for ever more. 


Almighty God and heavenly Father, of 
thine infinite and unſpeakable Goodneſs, diſ- 
appoint and overthrow the wicked Defigns 
of thoſe traiterous, heady, and high-minded 
Men, who have contriv'd the utter Deſtruct i- 
on of this Church and Kingdom. To this 
End, ſend forth thy Light and thy Truth, 
for the Diſcovery of theſe Depths of Satan, 
this Myſtery of Iniquity. Infatuate and de- 


feat the Secret Counſels of the Ungodly ; A- 


bate their Pride, aſſwage their Malice and 
confound their Devices. Protect and defend 
our moſt Gracious Sovereign King GEOROR, 
with the whole Royal Family, from all 
Treaſons and Conſpiracies; be unto him a 
£ Helmet. 
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Helmet of Salvation, and a ſtrong Tower 
of Defence againſt the Face of all his Ene- 
mies. As for thoſe. that are implacable, 
clothe, them with Shame and Confuſton, but 
upon him and his Poſterity let the Crown 


for ever flouriſh. - So we that are thy People 


and the Sheep of thy Paſture, ſhall give thee 


Thanks for ever, and will always be ſhewing 


forth thy Praiſe from Generation to Genera- 
tion, through Jeſus. Chriſt our only Saviour 


and Redeemer; to whom with thee, O Fa- 
ther, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be Glory in 


* 


out End. Amen. 


the Church throughout all Ages, World with- 
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In Three Sermons preach d ar the Merchant's Lecture in Sal. 
zer's-Hall. By the Reverend Dr. Edmund. Calamy. 8 vo. Price 15. 

The Happineſs of a ſucceſsful Miniſtry: In Four Sermons, 
Lan ar the Returg of the Friday Lecture in Silver-ſtreer, 
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Mr. John Evans. The Setond Edition. 8 vo. Price 6d. _ 
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Zeal a Vertue; Or, A Diſeourſe concerning Sacred Zeal. 
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vine Right of Epifcopacy Aſſerted. III. The. Judgment of the 
Church of Eng land in the Pint of Ordination; argued from 
her Offices 2 Practice. By which it plainly appears, That 
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dain. IV. A Defence of The Judgment, Sc. In Anſwer to 
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